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4< Ifc is not right to say that there is entrance of Water
and Fire particles; for there can be no reason tor saoli
particles entering into things in varying quantities; for in-
stance, when during the winter pieces of wood', earth, stone
and metal are exposed to the atmosphere at night, the degree
of coolness found in these things is varying, tho succeeding
being cooler than the preceding [the metal cooler than the
stone, -which is cooler than the earth, which again is cooler
than fche wood] ; and c>imilarly when those same things are
exposed to the rays of the summer sun, the degree of heat
v P AIA   f01111^ m them is varying, the succeeding being

hotter than the preceding; all this variation
would (according to you) mean that varying quantities of
Water and Fire particles have entered the said things [more
Water and Fire particles entering into the Metal than into
the Stone, and so forth] ; but we find no reason (or justifica-
tion) for any such assumption. From all this it follows that
the right explanation of the phenomena in question is that
at each different moment of time, things are produced out
of the particles of the elemental substances concerned, and
those thing?, by their very nature, imbibe, from external
causes, the varying qualities mentioned.*"

Certainly this would not be the right explanation l for the
entrance of Water and Fire particles does not set aside the
* nature of things' [so that the view that such particles enter
tlie things is not incompatible with .what the Opponent has
said in connection with the ( nature of things *J; so that the
explanation based upon the 'nature of things? being equally
available for both parties^ such, ( nature of tilings * cannot
serve as a reason (for one view or the other)+.    Further,

^ " When the piece of Metal is exposed to the Sun, it is not true that Larger
quantities of fire-particles enter into it; what happens is that out of the same con-
stituent particles a fresh piece of Metal is produced, endowed with the additional
amount of heat; and so forth."

f The reaaonings put forward by the Opponent do not prove fche momentary
character of things. For if the divergent qualit!es of the metal, stone &c., were due